Introduced by Council Members Clark, Fussell & Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2009-200
A RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING AND THANKING THE UNITED STATES NAVY FOR ITS DECISION TO HOME-PORT A NUCLEAR AIRCRAFT CARRIER AT NAVAL STATION MAYPORT; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has a long and proud naval tradition and has for many decades been the home port for numerous U.S. Navy vessels; and


WHEREAS, after 12 years of being home-ported in Jacksonville the Navy decommissioned the aircraft carrier U.S.S. John F. Kennedy at Naval Station Mayport in March 2007, leaving Jacksonville without a carrier at Mayport; and


WHEREAS, in January 2009, after considerable study and evaluation of various strategic options, the U.S. Navy announced its decision to again home-port an aircraft carrier in Jacksonville at Naval Station Mayport; and 


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville applauds the Navy’s strategic decision and welcomes the opportunity to continue to host the finest ships and personnel in the world in defense of America’s freedom; and


WHEREAS, the City is excited by the prospect of once again hosting an aircraft carrier and stands ready to lend all of the support and assistance at its disposal to make the renovation of Naval Station Mayport and the arrival of the carrier and its associated personnel a great success; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby congratulates and thanks the United States Navy for its recent decision to home-port a nuclear aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport and pledges the City’s assistance in any way to make the project a success.

Section 2.  The Council Secretary is hereby directed to forward copies of this adopted resolution to the U.S. Secretary of the Navy and to the Chief of Naval Operations.

Section 3.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is to express the City’s thanks and support to the Navy in a timely manner after its announcement of the carrier home port decision.
Section 4. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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